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remember that this Centre needs few men to be taken
from the immediate war effort, yet it may well
change the face of the Middle East. . . .

XXV

Altounyan met me at Lydda.

'' You can stay with us in Jerusalem while we make
a plan of campaign. Did you send a copy of your plan
to Glubb?"

" No.   Can we go and see him again? "

" I'll try and fix it for to-morrow."

During the next week I sometimes wished that
Altounyan's energy was exhaustible. However, it was
his vitality which pushed our plan forward, and the
magic of his sympathy which kept me going. In the
whirlwind of activity there were two constant factors:
the untiring skill of the bedu Elias, driver of Altoun-
yan's staff car, and the gentle calm of Mrs. Altounyan,
who produced food at whatever hour of the morning or
night we returned from our conferences.

Glubb received me as a friend, and much of what he
said he wrote me the next day in a letter to strengthen
my hand with the Generals and civilian big-wigs.

(PERSONAL)

HEADQUARTERS,
ARAB LEGION,

8 fan. '43.
MY DEAR MAUGHAM,

Thank you so much for sending me a copy of your
note on the Arab Centre, in which I was very much